The proportion of unknown/missing/invalid cause of death codes reported by the 21 English-and Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries ranged from 2.3% to 12.9%, with three (14%) countries reporting >10% unknown/missing/invalid cause of death codes, compared with USVI and Puerto Rico, where these percentages were <1%. In addition, 5.3%-15.6% of cancers were coded as "miscellaneous malignant cancer" in the Caribbean countries.
Although data on pediatric cancers (cancers in persons aged <20 years) are not presented, 16 (76%) of the 21 countries and Puerto Rico reported pediatric cancers and ASMR in countries with ≥6 reported cases (11 of 16 countries) ranged from 2.9 per 100,000 in Curacao to 8.8 per 100,000 in Grenada, and 4.2 per 100,000 in Puerto Rico. The majority of pediatric cancer deaths were attributable to leukemia, brain and other nervous system cancers, and cancers of the bones and joints.
Cancer was the leading cause of death in approximately half of the countries when compared with heart disease alone; when compared with all cardiovascular disease (ICD-10: I00-I99), including heart disease, hypertension without heart disease, cerebrovascular diseases, atherosclerosis, aortic aneurysm and dissection, and other diseases of arteries combined, cancer was the second leading cause of death in all countries. There is wide variation in cancer-specific mortality rates within the Englishand Dutch-speaking Caribbean region, USVI, and Puerto Rico; however, prostate and breast cancers were consistently the leading causes of cancer-related deaths among males and females, respectively. When compared with the United States, ASMRs associated with cervical cancers were 2-9 times higher in the Caribbean region, and ASMR for breast cancer was up to two times higher than that in the United States for all but four of the countries. Compared with the United States, prostate cancer ASMR was 2-8 times higher in the Caribbean region. Lung cancer-associated ASMRs were lower for males and females in all of the English-and Dutch-speaking Caribbean compared with those in the United States. 
Discussion
Lung and cervical cancers are important preventable causes of morbidity and mortality in most of the Caribbean countries. Lung cancers can be prevented through primary prevention of exposure to risk factors such as smoking, and cervical cancers can be prevented through human papillomavirus vaccination. The leading causes of cancer deaths in the Caribbean region for both males and females also can be reduced through screening, early detection, and effective treatment for cervical, breast, and colorectal cancers (7) . Although prostate cancer is the leading cause of cancer mortality among men in the Caribbean, effective screening strategies that result in reduced mortality have not yet emerged globally, highlighting the need for strengthening referral and treatment strategies (8) .
The findings in this report are subject to at least five limitations that could result in either under-or overestimation of the presented mortality rates. First, denominator data were not available for the entire study period from any of the countries. Second, cancer-specific mortality rates for the region could not be calculated because there was no single year when all contributing countries submitted data to the Caribbean Public Health Agency. Third, some countries reported approximately 10% "unknown/missing/invalid" cause of death codes or "non-specific/miscellaneous malignant cancers" as the underlying cause of death, which can compromise the ability to rank the cancer sites accurately. Fourth, results should be interpreted with caution given that age-standardized mortality rates might be unreliable in some countries because of small numbers. Finally, it was not 
Summary
What is already known about this topic?
Cancer is one of the leading causes of deaths in countries in the Caribbean region; many of the leading causes of cancer deaths in these countries, including breast and cervical cancers, are preventable.
What is added by this report?
The most common causes of cancer deaths among Caribbean males were prostate (18.4% to 47.4%) and lung (5.6% to 24.4%) cancers. The most common causes of cancer deaths among Caribbean females for the majority of the countries were breast (14.0% to 29.7%) and cervical (4.5% to 18.2%) cancers.
What are the implications for public health practice?
The leading causes of cancer deaths in the Caribbean region for both males and females can largely be reduced and prevented through many strategies, including primary prevention, early detection, management, and treatment of patients with cancer. Prevention strategies include human papillomavirus vaccination and screening for cervical cancer, screening for breast cancer, and avoiding smoking for lung cancer. Abbreviations: NR = data not reported for countries with fewer than six cases; USVI = U.S. Virgin Islands. * Individual countries contributed different 5-years of data. Rates are per 100,000 and age-standardized to the Segi World Standard population (million; 18 age groups); age-standardized mortality rates for countries with small number of deaths may be unreliable and should be interpreted with caution. † All sites include top 10 leading cancers as well as other cancers reported by the countries. possible to account for the variability regarding the inclusion and exclusion of nonresident deaths in mortality statistics or of deaths of residents that occurred abroad.
Despite the limitations, these findings identify cancers that are leading causes of death among men and women in the Caribbean region; underscore the importance of establishing reliable cancer surveillance systems in the region to understand and assess the prevalence of cancer, and provide a foundation for cancer control plans and effective public health interventions; and might inform the strengthening of cancer prevention priorities and programs in the Caribbean including US territories such as USVI and Puerto Rico.
